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'I will repay you for the years the locusts have
eaten ... and you will praise the name of the
Lord your God, who has worked wonders for
you; never again will my people be shamed.'
Joel 2:25a,26b (NIV)

A Word from Us
Many things can be restored: property, money, relationships etc. However, time
cannot be restored. Years pass and we can never get them back. Yet God promises
the impossible: “I will repay you for the years that the locust has eaten” (Joel 2:25).
Joel’s audience had experienced much hardship over the previous four years, having
been warned to turn back to God. Now God was once again showing His mercy and
grace. He gave them hope: “The threshing floors will be filled with grain; the vats will
overflow with new wine and oil ... You will have plenty to eat.” (Joel 2:24-26)
Is this not a picture of what God offers us all through the events of the first Easter? We
may have allowed the ‘locusts’ to eat away at the abundant life that God continues to
offer us in Christ, but we can turn to Him anew and allow God to give us His new life.
As we reflect on Easter we remember that Christ gave up everything in order that we
might have life abundant. We can give ‘all that the locusts have eaten’ in exchange for
‘every spiritual blessing in Christ’ (Ephesians 1:3). For Christ’s earthly life was cut
short, as our sins, our grief and our rightful judgment were laid on him. Then, on the
third day, the Son of God rose again as not even death can defeat Him.
We may feel that COVID-19 has been like a swarm of locusts, taking away much that
we hold dear. Now is a time to remember afresh who it is that we worship. Remember
that the God for whom we work is the owner of all things and is generous in His
provision as we live in obedience to His plans and will. We can serve others freely and
generously because God is the provider of all good gifts. Let us remember the miracle
of Jesus' resurrection and His endless love and provision in all things, as we breathe in
Christ’s peace, joy, and blessings this Easter.
Blessings
DAWN PENNEY AND THE KORUS CONNECT FAMILY

Prayer Items
April 1st - 11th
- Give thanks for two new appointments: Inga Lee started as our Support Solutions Administrator on 22 March and
Dean Eaton starts as Director of Community Impact on April 19. Pray that they will both settle well into their new
roles and develop good working relationships with key staff and volunteers quickly.
- Pray for all those recently affected by floods; may effective emotional and practical help be offered quickly.
- Pray for refreshment of all staff on leave during the school holiday period.
- Pray for the Foundational Training and Theological Reflection chaplaincy training this month; that participants
will be able to apply all that they learn to their roles.
- Pray for the Finance team as they continue to work with the auditors for the end of financial year audit.

April 12th - 18th
- Pray for our interactions with community and government leaders, as we speak into the holistic approach to
wellbeing of communities that includes spiritual wellbeing.
- Pray for the smooth running of all technical aspects of the Whole Conference on 20-21 May: sound, lights,
recording, filming and more.
- Pray that we will all know and experience Christ's resurrection joy in our work, home life and each encounter we
have in the community.
- Give thanks for all the sources of our provision: government, trusts and grant givers, partners, churches,
sponsors and supporters.
- Pray that our strategic plan will be rolled out with enthusiasm, diligence and professionalism.

April 19th - 25th
- Pray for the city of Melbourne and its people as together we seek to rebuild, reconnect and reinvent what the
‘new normal’ looks like post COVID.
- Give thanks for the 20 presenters at the upcoming Whole Conference, plus dozens of generous volunteers.
May it impact deeply, all who attend.
- Pray for Andrew Horder as he commences a short-term contract as Records Administrator, and for Rob
Hasegawa as he continues as a short-term Communications and Marketing Officer.
- Pray for all those struggling with the ongoing negative implications of COVID-19 – financially, emotionally,
physically or spiritually. May the Holy Spirit provide comfort and healing, and lead them to safety and wholeness.

April 26th - May 2nd
- Pray for all those who are feeling lonely, isolated and disconnected; that God will place the right people, at the
right time into their paths.
- Pray for the reach and impact of the Whole Conference to go far and wide, and that we can truly serve the church
and the wider community through this gathering.
- Praise God for the dedication and commitment of all our office and field staff, as well as our volunteers, who
continue to live out their calling through the work of Korus Connect.
- Give thanks for our SRI volunteers who set aside time to share positive values and a Christian narrative with
participating students in their local school communities. We also ask for additional volunteers to be trained to
support existing teams and to commence in new schools, so that SRI may grow in strength, spread and impact.
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Prayer Items
May 3rd - 9th
- Give thanks for all our Community Connectors who journey with people on a daily basis, connecting them as
needed into mechanisms of additional support within local areas.
- Pray that the forthcoming Whole Conference would encourage, equip and inspire attendees for personal growth
and practical action in their respective communities.
- Pray for God's wisdom in planning, recruiting and running our Community Connector initiative in a myriad of
community settings throughout Victoria, to help bring about lasting change in individuals and neighbourhoods.
- Pray for our Regional Community Managers who are constantly travelling as they meet with school staff,
Chaplains and Community Connectors throughout the state; for wisdom and insight as they interact and help new
staff settle into their roles and communities.

May 10th - 16th
- Pray for strength, wisdom and grace for all staff during this busy time of meetings, projects and creating impact.
- Praise God for partnerships with various organisations which enable the Whole Conference to be held, including
our speakers, sponsors, volunteers, partnering organisations and more.
- Pray that God would draw the right people to apply for the School Chaplaincy positions that are still vacant – so
that these schools may soon benefit from the pastoral care and presence of a chaplain.
- Give thanks for our Support Group volunteers who give tirelessly to support the work of Chaplains and
Community Connectors in their community.

May 17th - 23rd
- Praise God that our online training has been so well received over the last nine months. Pray that we will
continue to be able to offer online training in the future and that this initiative will flourish.
- Pray for God's protection and care for all our staff and volunteers; for good health and safety for them and their
loved ones. May their work not be hampered by illness or discouragement.
- Pray for creative fundraising ideas for Support Groups as they continue to support school and community work,
recognising the challenges of the current fundraising environment.
- Pray for governments around the world as they grapple with managing the ongoing pandemic. We pray also for
the equitable rollout of COVID-19 vaccines across the globe.

May 24th - 31st
- Give thanks for the new digital training systems/platforms we have adopted; and we pray that they will help us
equip those who journey with individuals and communities towards healthy flourishing. We pray also for our
trainers as they adjust to the new processes.
- Pray for all the churches and other community organisations as they work together to support the needy in their
communities. Pray for a strong sense of unity and purpose as they undertake these partnerships.
- Give thanks for Dawn our CEO; for her commitment to God and to this work. Pray for wisdom, courage and
insight as she leads this organisation.
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Prayer Items

'I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers,
because I hear about your love for all his holy people and your
faith in the Lord Jesus. I pray that your partnership with us in
the faith may be effective in deepening your understanding of
every good thing we share for the sake of Christ.'
Philemon 1:4-6 (NIV)

Thank you for your partnership in prayer.
Who can you invite to become a prayer
partner of Korus Connect?
Invite them to make contact with us so
they can receive our next Prayer Diary.

Korus Connect
Locked Bag 3, Surrey Hills VIC 3127
T +61 3 9811 0999
F +61 3 9811 0998
E enquiries@korusconnect.org.au
W www.korusconnect.org.au
ABN 59 004 240 779
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