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CHAPLAINCY BEGINS
While Rev Thompson was Director, a generous
anonymous donation followed by a church
donation, enabled chaplaincy to commence.
The first chaplains were appointed in 1955: to
Brunswick, Footscray and Collingwood Technical
Schools. Their roles were developed in response
to the needs of their local schools.

Funding at the local level was important right
from the beginning of school chaplaincy.
Along with the expanded work, an Assistant
Director was appointed; the Rev Dudley Hyde
(who later became Director from 1957-1962).
During this time, the Council included: Dean
Langley (Chair), MLC Sir James Kennedy, Rev S
Barton Babbage (Principal of Ridley
College), Professor N Lade (Bishop of
Gippsland) and the Very Rev Francis
Roland (Moderator-General of the
Presbyterian Church of Australia).

CONNIE'S STORY CONTINUES
A highlight for Connie with her SRI contribution
was partaking in craft activities. She said the
children loved expressing creativity and
understood key messages and narratives better
through making art. To this end, Connie said at
home she was always collecting and holding on to
old plastic containers, newspapers and jars,
which could be used to spur on children’s
imagination and participation in her classes.
The former instructor
remembers beautifully designed
animals by the children to
express a story of
creation or Noah’s ark.
Connie said she just could not
help herself from serving and
committing. She points out that
this is because of her given
name of ‘Constance’, which
means constant. It is important
for her to persevere and keep
going strong when she commits
to all tasks and commitments in
life.

Strong support was also given by the LieutenantGovernor, Sir Edmund Herring. What great support was
provided by church and civic leaders!
CCES initiated conversations with theological colleges
around upskilling chaplains. This enabled chaplains to be
trained in Religious Education methods as part of
theological education courses, which was important
if they were to be regarded as equipped to fulfil the paid
roles that they undertook.

1961-1975
During 1961, there were 3010 accredited volunteer RI
Instructors working in 2000 government schools.
There were also 14 full time chaplains in secondary
schools. Areas with chaplains included Geelong, Ballarat,
Mildura, Shepparton, Warrnambool and Sale, along with
Melbourne schools.
RI materials consisted of teacher books, handbooks,
project books and hymn books. RI training was provided
by the Assistant Director, Rev Leigh Speedy, along with
Rev Norm Curry, from Melbourne University and Dr E
Morey, a university lecturer in Educational Psychology.
Teachers’ Colleges in Victoria provided training courses
for the chaplains. Isn’t it wonderful that these places of
learning were also involved in the training of CCES
workers?

Helen Joynt became involved with
CCES at this time as an SRI
Instructor (CRE teacher), which
was her practical ministry
placement while at Bible College.
Her first role was at a nearby
Special School.

To be continued...

It was during the 1970s that the ‘Religion in Life’
materials were developed, under the guidance of the Rev
John Howells. They were used both in Victoria and
interstate. Materials included ‘Hello’ for Prep
children and ‘Tracks’ for secondary students.
Do you remember using or receiving these materials?

Secondary RI lesson in progress

This period concluded with the publication of the Russell
Report into religious education, undertaken at the request of CCES.
It recommended that all children should receive religious education,
but of a more general nature, provided by classroom teachers and
other teachers trained in religious education methods with religious
representatives acting as resource personnel. The report suggested
that volunteers, accredited by an Advisory Committee for Religious
Education set up by the Education Department, could provide the
religious education when insufficient trained teachers were
available.

At the end of 1975, there were 2700 accredited RI instructors,
providing RI to 165000 students, and 29 chaplains in 12 technical
schools and 17 high schools: in greater Melbourne, Geelong, Mildura,
Sale, Warrnambool, Bairnsdale, Ballarat, Colac, Bendigo,
Shepparton and Traralgon.
How gratifying that such a huge number of students were benefitting
from the instruction and care of a chaplain or the instruction and
care of a volunteer instructor!

No doubt, you have memories of your favourite
chaplain or CRE teacher/ SRI Instructor.
Why not email your story to
marketing@korusconnect.org.au ?

Do you remember these
RIL materials?

