Prayer Diary

FEBRUARY & MARCH 2020

"Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on
things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set
your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and
your life is now hidden with Christ in God ... Let the message of Christ
dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with
all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit,
singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. And whatever you do,
whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him."
Colossians 3:1-3; 16-17 (NIV)

A Word from Us
The first part of this passage is all about perspective. Whether we are aware of it or not, we are always looking,
thinking and responding to ourselves and the world around us from a perspective.
This becomes obvious in the work of landscape artists and photographers in particular. You can tell whether they were
standing to the side, above or below their subject matter in order to create their artistic work.
Can others observe from what perspective we are operating as we live and respond to life?
Paul needed to remind the Colossian believers to take stock of their life perspective. In order to be happy? No. In order
to be successful? No. But in order to live life authentically as God's holy people. As the catechism says, 'What is the
chief end of man [people]? A man's [person's] chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy him forever.'
We know that one of the outcomes of times of tragedy is that we see things from a new perspective. How many
survivors of the recent bushfires have commented that they have lost everything but are glad that their loved ones are
safe? In such situations, the material world is suddenly way less important. Life and loved ones are what matters.
As dearly loved members of God's household, let us make 2020 a year when our perspective is taken from our position
in Christ. 'Your life is now hidden with Christ in God.'
This then enables us to teach and build one another up, 'with all wisdom', and to do everything in the name of Christ,
giving thanks to the Father.
May today and every day of 2020 be lived from your position as one 'raised with Christ.'
Blessings,
SHIRLEY CULHANE AND THE KORUS CONNECT FAMILY

Prayer Items
WEEK 1 (Feb 1st-9th)
- Pray for school staff and school children as they return to school. Pray for both physical and emotional
preparation for the term ahead. Pray for extra strength for those who may not have had adequate rest over the
Christmas break, particularly because of the bushfires.
- Pray for wisdom for Chaplains and other wellbeing staff as they interact with members of the school community;
all of them will have been impacted in some way by the news of the fires, the smoke or from the fires themselves.
- Give thanks for the generosity that continues to be poured out by Australian individuals, organisations and
businesses in response to the droughts, fires and floods. May local areas be able to have a say in what is most
needed at each point in the recovery period for their communities.
- Continue praying for the areas affected by ongoing fires, flooding and hail damage, and for continued protection
for people in those communities. May they come to know God's presence, provision and love in these hard times.

WEEK 2 (Feb 10th-16th)
- Pray for protection and good health for all our staff and their families. Pray for safety for our Regional Community
Managers as they travel as part of their role. Pray that we may all remain focused on Christ as we carry out the
work we have been tasked to undertake.
- Give thanks for the time of rest and recreation over the Christmas and New Year break, recognising that we have
this break because of God's generosity in sending Christ to live, work, die and rise again, that we might live life
empowered by God's indwelling presence.
- Pray for the Finance Team as they prepare for the end of financial year audit commencing in March. May they
continue to have the ability to focus and complete all the work required within the timeframes given, and to still
have the capacity to do their day-to-day work.
- Pray for all Christians around the world, that we will honour Christ as we live our lives day by day.

WEEK 3 (Feb 17th-23rd)
- Pray for parents as they consider whether they would like for their child to participate in Special Religious
Instruction (SRI) this year. Pray that they will recognise that it is one significant way in which their child's spiritual
development is able to be nurtured as part of their educational journey. We pray also for principals as they make
decisions about whether or not to offer it, based on the needs and resources of the school.
- Pray for SRI volunteers as they consider their availability for this year, appreciating the value of their care and
instruction to participating students, but recognising also that SRI Programs may not continue on from last year
for a myriad of reasons. May God give them His peace whether or not they are able to continue in the role for the
coming year.
- Praise God for the joy, curiosity and interest so many participating students have in SRI. We continue to pray for
fruitful SRI sessions - both for the students and the Instructors; that they are encouraged by their work.

WEEK 4 (Feb 24th-29th)
- Continue to bring before God all of the Community Connectors who are working in community hubs across
Victoria. As they facilitate collaboration and connection in different communities, we pray for the right doors to
be opened and for hearts changed to see the value of working together for the good of one's community.
- Give thanks for the Community Connector positions we have been able to fill, and pray over those for which we
are still recruiting, that the right person may be found for the role.
- Pray for our Community Connectors, Chaplains, Support Groups and Principals as our regional areas change from
four to five; pray that those changing regions will adjust smoothly to their new Regional Community Manager, and
that they will not be stressed or unhappy with those decisions. May services not be adversely affected in any way.
- As we create a fifth Regional Community Manager role, we pray that it may be a position of blessing and support
for those in that region.
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Prayer Items
WEEK 5 (Mar 1st-8th)
- Give thanks for our donors and supporters who recognise the value of the work of Korus Connect as we serve
people in partnership and collaboration with others.
- Pray that Korus Connect will be guided by the Holy Spirit in our every decision and word, as we seek to support
others in building strong, meaningful and thriving communities throughout Victoria.
- Pray for a favourable outcome for a number of grant applications that we have currently submitted. Whatever the
outcome, we pray for continued faith in God's generous provision in every season, according to His timing.
- Keep the planning and preparations for the upcoming Whole Conference in prayer. We give thanks for the
opportunity to collaborate with Scripture Union Victoria and Sports Chaplaincy Australia in planning the
Conference. In the lead-up to it, we pray for diligence, focus and a reminder that we are all serving a great God.
- Give thanks for the Education & Training team, who nurture the professional and spiritual growth of our workers.

WEEK 6 (Mar 9th-15th)
- Give thanks for our Board Members and Board Interns. Thank God for their servant-heartedness as they serve the
organisation and, ultimately, God. May God give them wisdom and encouragement as they serve in this way.
- Thank God for the partnership Korus Connect is proud to have with the Christian Ministry Advancement
Standards Council (CMASC) in delivering The Board Internship. As we continue developing this new initiative for
young graduates and workers under 35, we pray for wisdom, discernment and perseverance. We ask that this
initiative may be of great value to young, aspiring Board Members, and those older Board Members who have
much wisdom and experience to pass on. And in all things, may God's Kingdom and people be built up.
- We ask for prayer over the Korus Solutions initiative that we are continuing to develop. Korus Solutions aims to
alleviate administrative pressures from not-for-profits (NFPs), releasing them to focus on their causes. We
continue to pray for the right doors to be opened and for God's provision for this initiative.

WEEK 7 (Mar 16th-22nd)
- We thank God for the generous commitment our Support Group volunteers make throughout the year. We pray
for strength, provision and an ongoing passion for the work in communities that they support.
- Thank God for the support Chaplains, SRI Instructors and Community Connectors receive from family, friends and
loved ones. Through the sometimes challenging work they're involved in, we pray that they may know rest, peace
and strength from God outside of work. We also pray for a supportive work environment - whether on the part of
the school staff, shopping centre management or others in the community.
- Give thanks for the privilege and power of prayer. We thank God that He hears the prayers of His people and
that, because of Christ, we are able to come before Him in prayer. We also thank God for those who continue to
keep Korus Connect and the work of the organisation in prayer. We continue to trust that their prayers will be
answered according to God's sovereign will and in His perfect timing.

WEEK 8 (Mar 23rd-31st)
- In this time of anxiety and disruption to people's lives from smoke and extreme weather, may our Chaplains,
Community Connectors and SRI Instructors continue to be a source of Christ's love, life and hope in other
people's lives.
- Pray for the Korus Connect Board as they meet on March 25th. Pray that the Lord will lead the meeting and guide
all those present. May the Board be prayerful and humble in discerning where God is leading the organisation,
and in every decision, may His Name be glorified.
- Pray that, in 2020, God will show us how to live a life of balance, peace and prayer, that we can be open vessels
ready to serve our colleagues, communities and supporters. Pray that, like Mary, we will be present to God's
voice and obedient to His will, despite the many tasks and distractions that can arise each day. May the Church
continue to be a faithful shining light to others in our communities.
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"I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers,
because I hear about your love for all his holy people and your
faith in the Lord Jesus. I pray that your partnership with us in
the faith may be effective in deepening your understanding of
every good thing we share for the sake of Christ."

PHILEMON 1:4-6 (NIV)

If you would like us to pray for
you, please contact us.
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