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JANUARY 2019

"As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a
woman named Martha opened her home to him. She had a sister called Mary,
who sat at the Lord's feet listening to what he said. But Martha was distracted
by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, 'Lord,
don't you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to
help me!'
'Martha, Martha,' the Lord answered, 'you are worried and upset about many
things, but few things are needed - or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what
is better, and it will not be taken away from her.'"

Luke 10:38-42 (NIV)

A Word from Our CEO
Over Christmas I was reminded of the story from Luke 10. Although Martha wishes to show hospitality, as soon as
Jesus enters, Martha busies herself with preparing a meal and the tasks of serving their guest, whilst Mary sits at
Jesus' feet listening attentively to His words.
Unfortunately, Martha's distraction and worry leave no room for the most important aspect of hospitality gracious attention to the guest. She prevented herself from being truly present with Jesus, and this caused
resentment and a wedge between her sister and herself, and between Jesus and herself.
I reflected on some of Martha's behaviours during Jesus' visit, and I actually aligned them to some of my own
when we entertain. Although I love to serve and show hospitality, I realised that I sometimes focus more on the
welcoming, entertaining, feeding and cleaning up after shared meals than on just sitting, being and listening with
our guests. How much more important would that be when the guest is Jesus!
Both listening and doing, receiving God's Word and serving others, are vital to the Christian life. However, trying
to serve without being nourished by God's Word is like expecting good fruit to grow from a tree that has not been
bathed in sunshine.
We do know that Jesus invites all of us who are overly busy and distracted by many things to sit and rest in His
presence, to hear His words of grace and truth, to know that we are loved and valued as children of God, to be
renewed in faith and strengthened for service.
Remember, as we embrace 2019, there is need of only one thing: attention to our guest, our Lord, teacher and
companion - Jesus Christ. As it turns out, our guest is also our host, with abundant gifts and blessings to give.
Yours in Christ,
DAWN PENNEY & THE KORUS CONNECT TEAM

Prayer Items
JANUARY 01

JANUARY 02

JANUARY 03

Give thanks for how God has
blessed ACCESS ministries for over
70 years. We continue to rely on
His grace and blessing in our work
as Korus Connect.

Give thanks for all those who
donated to the Christmas
Gift-Giving Appeal. We thank God
for these gifts and for the
dedication, generosity and support
of donors who have travelled with
us. May we continue to be good
stewards of all gifts we receive.

Pray for discernment and wisdom
as we seek out the plans He has for
us this coming year. We surrender
our own agendas and talents to His
greater plans, and entrust
ourselves to Him and His will.

JANUARY 04

JANUARY 05-06

JANUARY 07

Pray for our partners in faith,
the 'Prayer Groups for Schools
Victoria'. We are grateful for their
commitment to the faith,
dedication to God's truth and
concern for the welfare of young
people in schools. Pray that more
may be raised up to support
schools in this way.

Pray for families during this
summer holiday period. May they
gather in a spirit of peace, unity
and goodwill. We pray that God
may heal rifts, cultivate generous
hearts and provide refreshment.
May those on holidays also be kept
safe while travelling.

Pray for schools committed to
Chaplaincy, particularly those who
are facing barriers to providing the
necessary financial support. We
pray for sustenance and creativity
as they work with the wider
community to support Chaplaincy
this year.

JANUARY 08

JANUARY 09

JANUARY 10

Give thanks for the families of our
School Chaplains, Community
Connectors and SRI Instructors.
May they continue to be a source
of support and encouragement.

Give thanks for our Community
Connectors and the good work
they do in their respective
community hubs. We pray for
opportunities to grow this
initiative, and that God may
continue to use them to support
the broader community.

We commit the work of our SRI
Instructors into His hands. May
they be motivated to live out such
lives of love and peace that they
may be shining examples of the
Christian faith. And may God
continue to sustain and support
them in their service to school
communities.

JANUARY 11-12

JANUARY 13

JANUARY 14

We seek renewed energy, strength
and wisdom for our Finance Team
as they work diligently to complete
the year-end work in preparation
for the annual audit. May they
work well and support one another
during this busy time.

Pray for the Executive Team - that
they may be filled with wisdom,
strength and energy in balancing
the demands of the organisation in
the coming year. We pray that they
may continue to rely and depend
on God in all things.

Praise God for Weronika in the
Head Office, who is expecting her
first child. We thank God for His
wonderful blessings and ask that
the pregnancy may go smoothly.
May the family be kept well and
the child grow up to know and love
the Lord.
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Prayer Items
JANUARY 15

JANUARY 16

JANUARY 17

We thank God for the faithful work
our Support Groups do in the
school and wider community. Pray
for wisdom, organisation and good
stewardship as they continue their
support in this coming year. May
God continue to sustain them and
grant them energy in their meeting
and activities.

We lift up those who are sick or
suffering in the community. May
God provide comfort in suffering,
healing in sickness and peace
through all circumstances.

We pray for continued provision
for all our needs. Through times of
plenty and want, we acknowledge
His sovereignty in everything. May
we be teachable and view these
circumstances as opportunities to
turn to Him in full dependence and
faith.

JANUARY 18

JANUARY 19-20

JANUARY 21

We continue to commit the
development of our initiatives into
His hands. We ask for patience
through it all, trusting that He will
provide according to His perfect
will in His perfect timing.

We give thanks for the dedication
of our SRI Instructors who
sacrificially give their time, talents
and resources to positively impact
students in the program. Guide
them as they consider their
commitment to SRI in 2019.

Pray for the Department of
Education and Training (DET). May
they recognise the positive
contribution SRI and School
Chaplaincy bring to those who
choose to be involved. We thank
God for the progress and work we
have made together for the year
ahead.

JANUARY 22

JANUARY 23

JANUARY 24

We lift up School Principals and
leaders as they prepare for the
upcoming term and the new school
year. May they have wisdom in
making decisions and may they
recognise the importance of
pastoral care to the wellbeing of
their school community.

Praise God for our friends and
partners in community, and for the
work they do in their respective
fields. We pray for further
opportunities to collaborate,
encourage and support one
another in the year ahead.

We commit our Community
Connectors into His hands as they
meet with people from all walks of
life. We ask that they would
continue to demonstrate love,
compassion and kindness as they
work to support communities.

JANUARY 25

JANUARY 26-27

JANUARY 28

Give thanks for our Regional
Service Managers (RSMs) and for
the relationships they nurture with
school communities. May they rely
on God's wisdom and leading as
they continue to develop and
strengthen those relationships.

Thank God for our dedicated Board
members and Interns who
generously give of themselves to
the work of the organisation. May
they be wise, innovative and bold
as we embark on a new year of
possibilities and plans.

Thank God for our generous
supporters who give in a range of
different ways - whether
financially, through volunteering,
prayer or advocacy. May they be
blessed as they continue to show a
heart of generosity towards this
work.
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Prayer Items
JANUARY 29

JANUARY 30

JANUARY 31

Pray for our School Chaplains and
SRI Instructors as they return to
their work in schools. We ask for
insight and enthusiasm in
beginning this new year, and for
wisdom and strength in facing the
joys and struggles of their work.

Pray for our CEO, Dawn Penney, as
she leads Korus Connect into
another challenging and exciting
year. We pray for clarity and
guidance for this organisation as it
moves forward towards new
opportunities.

Praise God for graciously
sustaining us through this past
month, and for all that He
provides. We ask that He
may continue to provide and
prepare us for the work He has in
store, and that we may be open
and receptive to His leading.

Thank you for your
partnership in prayer.
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